134                              Elizabeth.                             [i558t

s:ngulis dictis subditis nostris qui finem. nobiscum in hujusmodi
casu facere voluerint, necnon taxandi et assidendi hujusmodi
fines ad certam pecuniaruro sum mam, prout cum subditis nostris
praedictis, quibus interest in hac parte, concordare poteritis, ac
diem solutionis hujusmodi finium limitandi et appunctandi
juxta sanas cliscretion.es vestras . . .

Teste Eegina apud Westraonasterium [20 Dec. 1558]

Per ipsam Eeginam.
Rymer, Feed era, XV. p. 493.

2. LOANS,

(a) Circular letter from the Council to the Lords-Lieutenant of
the counties for a loan T.

After our very hearty commendations to your good lordship,
we doubt not but both to your lordship and also to others that
have had any charge this last year in any part of government
within this realm it is manifest, how necessary it was that this
realm was defended both by sea and land in such sort as had
been seen against the common potent enemy attempting to have
invaded and made a conquest of tbe same : wherein the Queen's
Majesty with the assistance of God's special favour and by
expenses of great treasures, which she had most princely re-
served for the maintenance of the state of this her realm, hath
received great honour to herself, to her people singular comfort
and safety, and hereby her enemies repulsed witb great losses,
ignominy and dishonour : yet nevertheless ber Majesty in her
wisdom seeth it most necessary to make new preparations for
the strengthening of all her forces, both by sea and land, to
serve to withstand the new attempts of the enemy this year
following . . .

And for the more speedy help to this, it is tbought by her
Majesty and us of her council, that presently means be made
to provide some convenient sum of money by way of loan or
lending of her good and faithful subjects, as heretofore hath
been yielded unto her Majesty in times of less need and danger,
and yet always fully repaid. And to this end we have thought
meet by her Majesty's direction to commend the care hereof to
1 Dated 4 December, 1588 (Strype).